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Treasurers  understand  CP  importance 


By  William  H.  Perkins,  Jr. 

Editor 


Candace  McRae, 
treasurer  for  Trinity 
Marion, 

Ask  the  treasurer  of  just  about  any  believes  more  needs 
Mississippi  Baptist  church,  and  they'll  to  be  done  to  alert 
be  happy  to  explain  how  important  the  church  members  to 

Cooperative  Program  (CP)  is  in  reaching  the  importance  of  CP.  I'*',  y  ■  VtfVV4  \."JS 

a  lost  world  —  beginning  at  the  front  "1  don't  think  peo-  WBBBbBBBEBSSMbSSBSBS 
doorstep  of  the  church  and  reaching  to  pie  fully  understand 
the  other  side  of  the  globe.  CP  and  everything  CP 

"Even  if  you're  from  a  small  church,  you  is  capable  of  doing. 
can  help  reach  people  for  jesus  even  We  need  to  get  that|HHHHHHHHHnfiiiaHmfHB 
though  your  church  doesn't  give  a  lot  (in  message  to  tne  peo- 

total  dollars),"  said  Judy  Mclnnis,  treasur-  pie.  Tne  people  need  jfl  ? 

er  for  Mt  Gilead  Church,  Meridian.  She  to  know  that  as  long 

estimated  Mt.  Gilead  Church  has  about  8S  souls, 

people  in  attendance  each  Sunday.  we're  not  doing  I  't\ 

Mclnnis  said  the  members  of  Mt.  enough  and  we  need  vKSBBSSBS8^SS^SBSSSgSSsBBM 
Gilead  Church  believe  they  are  follow-  to  do  better,"  she  said 

ing  God's  will  when  they  give'  to  CP.  Joann  Buie,  treasur-  VBBBBBBSBBBBBBBSSgBSm 
"It's  not  about  dollars,"  she  stressed,  er  for  Shady  Grove 

"It's  about  souls.  It's  about  obedience."  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  -  r  JH 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern  said  she  tnes  to  lead  the  FnHHHf 
Baptists'  way  of  funding  everything  from  charge  in  her  church  I  ]§§is^lf 
local  mission  projects  to  seminary  education  when  it  comes  to  CP  ■- 
to  national  and  interna bonal  missionaries.  promotion.  "I  break  it  1  jMMWB 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  receive  down  so  that  a  church 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  from  members,  member  can  under- 

and  retain  a  percentage  for  the  Kingdom  stand  how  their  single  gift  to  CP  can  make  a  "Beyond  CP 
work  of  the  church.  The  remainder  is  for-  big  difference,"  she  saicL"I  post  information  its  interactive  p< 
warded  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  on  the  church's  bulletin  board,  and  I  make  an  ers,  churches,  < 
Convention,  where  messengers  from  the  effort  to  bring  it  before  the  church  body  long  missionaries,  aj 
churches  that  sent  the  money  gather  each  before  the  promotion  time  arrives."  unlimited.  No  sii 

year  to  determine  how  much  of  the  gifts  to  Buie  said  she  is  proud  that  although  dation,  state  con 
retain  for  Kingdom  work  of  the  state  con-  Shady  Grove  Church  is  a  church  that  has  al  agency  can  hoi 
verltion.  (Many  local  churches  also  set  aside  been  hit  hard  by  the  declining  economy  of  missions  networ 
an  appropriation  that  is  sent  to  die  Baptist  the  past  few  years  and  has  a  significant  "Yet,  by  coni 
association  in  which  they  hold  members  nip.)  number  of  older  members  on  fixed  gies  Southern  Bai 
The  remainder  is  forwarded  to  the  incomes,  members'  sacrificial  giving  has  sionaries  throug 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Executive  allowed  the  church  to  maintain  its  CP  per-  state  convention 
Committee  in  Nashville,  which  follows  centage  through  tough  times.  45,000  churches, 

instructions  from  messengers  to  the  SBC  David  Michel,  associate  executive  direc-  represented  in  t 
annual  meeting  in  disbursing  the  funds  tor  for  missions  strategy  at  the  Mississippi  missions  infrastn 


IMPORTANCE  OF  CP  — 
David  Michel  (standing),  asso¬ 
ciate  executive  director  for 
missions  strategy  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  stresses  the  importance 
of  Cooperative  Program  giving 
to  an  audience  of  cnurch  trea¬ 
surers  and  pastors  gathered 
March  11  at  Poplar  Springs 
Drive  Church,  Meridian.  (BR 
photo  by  William  H.*Perkins 


2004  Mississippi  Baptist 
Cooperative  Program  Mission  Budget 


Special 

Cooperative  Program 
Edition 


State  Missions  and 
Evangelism  ■ 
$5,031,948. 


Management  and 
Communication 
$2,656,278  “ 


Grand  Total 

$30,854,971 


State  Benevolent 
Institutions  + 
$2,242,790 


April  22, 2004 


Christian  Education 
^  $6,295,803 


Church  Growth  Ministries 
$3,828,912 


Church  Offering  Categories  based  on  church  offerings  as 
Cooperative  Program  Gifts  are  actual  receipts  posted  by  the  Mississippi 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$25,000  &  BELOW 

Assooation/Chvkh  CP 

MISSISSIPP^BERWICK  $6,9 

CALHOUN/ROCKY  MOUNT  $2,4 

GULF  COAST/RIVERSIDE  $2,3 

LEAKE/EMMANUEL  $2,2 

PANOLA/PRIMERA  BAPTIST  MSN  $2^2 

YAZOO/ROCKY  SPRINGS  $2,1 

HOIMES/MT.  PLEASANT  $1,9 

LEAKE/IGLESIA INTERNACIONAL  $1,9 

NOXUBEE/MASHULAVILLE  $1,7 

ALCORN/JACINTO  $1,7 


New  church  birthed  on  Gulf  Coast 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


mornings.  Then  we’d  _ _ 

and  head  downtown  to  First  Church. 

"We  talked  about  the  second  Plantin] 
campus  model  for  some  time,  and  ner  wil 
in  2002  started  that  but  we  went  planting 

through  something  of  an  identity  "Pray  a  lot,”  said  Cox  on  begin- 
crisis.  I  had  been  trunking  about  a  nine  a  new  church.  "Talk  to  people 

in  the  community,  seek  out  God. 

"I'm  so  impressed  with  First 
Church's  vision.  We  can  reach  folks 
who  would  never  darken  the  door  of 
First  Church,  and  these  are  people 
who  need  to  be  reached.  There  are 
200,000  people  in  Harrison  County, 
and  75%  of  those  are  unchurched. 
There  are  150  evangelical  churches 
core  group  of  35-  here,  but  only  17,000  in  average 
“  “  Saturdays,  attendance.  So  you  can  see  the  need.” 

Church  plants  through  the 

_  MBCB  Church  Planting 

teams  coming  this  summer  Department  are  supported  bv  gifts 

”  f‘n  — ’  -  ~ to  the  Margaret  Lackey  ^ State 
September  12.  Currently,  Missions  Offering  and  the 

~  £  in  the  associational  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program, 
ox,  but  we  re  desper-  For  more  information  on  church 
atelv  searching  for  a  facility."  planting,  contact  the  MBCB  Church 

’It’s  been  exciting  to  step  back  Planting  Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
and  see  what  God  does,  said  Jackson,  MS,  39205.  Telephone  (601) 
the  Register.  We've  been  delighted  to  292-3361  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
see  Israel  take  leadership."  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  361.  Email 

"I’m  excited  to  see  a  new  mission  edeuschle@mbcb.org. 
work,"  said  Tommy  Mitchell,  mis- 

sions  director  of  the  Gulf  Coast  wBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBgBM 
Association.  "We  could  start  ten 
more  missions  tomorrow  if  we  had 
the  resources  and  leadership." 
unique  So  how  does  one  go  about  pianti- 

ng  a  church?  According  to  the  strat-  ■» 

egy  developed  bv  the  MBCB  Church 
Planting  Department,  the  local  asso- 
nation  is  the  best  place  for  initial 
contact  about  church  planting.  Most 
.  associations  have  developed  a  mis- 
'lace  in  sions  committee  (council  -team)  for 
■  felt  led  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  need 
in  the  for  new  churches  in  the  association. 
ere.  Many  local  churches  also  have  lead- 
began  ership  and  resources  to  invest  in 
in  the  beginning  new  churches. 

Center  Prayer,  giving,  going  on  mission 
stor,  of  with  God,  and  serving  as  a  church 


put  on  our  ties  are  all  integral  components  of  a 
*  *  ant.  The  MBCB  Church 

)epartment  exists  to  part- 
and  support  all  church 
leeds  in  tne  state. 


Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB);  ference  in  Georgia,  giving 
the  Gulf  Coast  Association;  First  vision  of  what  might  be  dor 
Church,  Gulfport;  and  a  new  con-  We  talked  to  a  core  gi 
gregation  called  Crosspoint  Church  Orange  Grove  about  a  new 
entered  into  covenant  with  each  being  started,  and  I  talked 
other.  The  covenant  signing  at  the  deacons  and  othei  ‘ 
offices  of  First,  Gulfport,  symboli-  unanimous  suppo 
cally  binds  Crosspoint  Church  with  Crosspoint  has « 
the  other  signees  in  a  pledge  of  40  meeting  at  6  p.m.  on  Saturdays, 
accountability,  support,  encourage-  We  try  to  do  outreach  teams,  ser- 
ment,  and  purpose.  vant  evangelism.  We'll  have  four 

This  covenant  signing  is  nothing  mission  f  ... 

new.  Since  the  inception  of  a  new  and  early  fall,  and  will  launch  the 
Mississippi  Baptists  Convention  church  Sep( 

Board  (MBCB)  Church  Planting  we're  meetini 
Strategy  in  1999,  27  new  congrega-  office,"  said  C. 
tions  nave  been  planted,  with  more  a  tel' 
pending.  According  to  MBCB 
Church  Planting  Director  Ed 
Deuschle,  "God  is  blessing  f 
planting  movement.  $372,710  has 
been  invested  in  these  plants.  "  +/• 

Since  inception,  the  MBCB 
Church  Planting  Department  has 
recorded  823  professions  of  faith,  367 
members  by  letter  and  366  members 
by  baptism  in  the  new  churches. 

Each  church  plant  has  a  unique 
story.  The  brief  history  of  Crosspoint 
Church  is  tied  to  the  work  of  Israel 
Cox,  associate  pastor  of  pastoral 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$25,000  -  $39,999 

Associa  tion/Church  CP 

NESHOBA/SPRING  CREEK  $15, S 

KEMPER/CENTER  RIDGE  $9,5 

PRENTISSAVHEELER  $6  2 

CALHOUNAXDTOWN  $5  6 

WINSTON/ENON  $4,3 

NEWTON/ROCK  BRANCH  $4^0 

HOLMES/WEST  $4,0 

WINSTON/DRY  CREEK  $3,7 

METRQ/OLD  VICKSBURG  ROAD  $3,7 

MID-DELTA/SHAW  $3,6 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$40,000  -  $54,999 

Association/Chukh  .  CP 

LAUDERDALEdlBERTY  $7,< 

SHARKEY-ISSAQ/DEER  CREEK  $6,! 

UNION  CO./MYRTLE  $6,1 

MARSHALL/CALVARY  $6,; 

LINCOLN/BETHEL  $5,< 

PEARL  RIVER/HARMONY  $5,1 

MID-DELTA/LINN  $5(< 

FRANKLIN/LUCIEN  $5,! 

WEBSTER/NEW  HOPE  $5,i 

NEWTON/LIBERTY  $5,3 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$55,000  -  $74,999 

Associa  tion/Chukch  CP 

UNION  CO/CENTER  $14, c 

PONTOTOC/LIBERTY  $10,5 

NORTH WEST/FBC  DAYS  $10,0 

SHARKEY-ISSAQ/VALLEY  PARK  $9,5 

CALHOUN/5ABOUGLA  $9,2 

WEBSTERAOLLARS  GROVE  $9,0 

YAZOO/BETHLEHEM  $8,3 

LAMAR/ORAL  *  $8,0 

YAZOO/OAK  GROVE  $7,6 

MID-DELTA/BENOIT  $7,6 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$75,000  -  $99,999 

ASSOCUTtOH/CHUIICH  CP 

WINSTON/CALVARY  $14/ 

LAUDERDALE/CAUSEYV1LLE  $12,1 

NEWTON/MT  VERNON  $12,1 

CLARKE/SHUBUTA  $11,1 

ATTALA/MCCOOL  .  $11,  ( 

LAFAYETTE/COLLEGE  HILL  HEIGHTS  $10,: 

NESHOBA/OLD  PEARL  VALLEY  $9,9 

COV-JEFF  DAVIS/OLD  HEBRON  $9,8 

GREENE/ANTIOCH  $9,8 

SIMPSON/SILOAM  $9,6 


April  22, 2004 


ogram  Century  Club 


s  as  reported  on  the  2002-2003  Annual  Church  Profile, 
sippi  Baptist  Convnetion  Board  from  October  2002  -  September  2003. 


Mississippian  recounts  CP  history 

TAr'VCi'YN.T  T _ /no _ 1  1 _ i  n  i  i  .  _  _ _ _ _ _ 


JACKSON,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  As  a  child,  Gene  Fant 
Jr.  s  family  shared  their  home  with 
a  mission  church  in  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
His  Sunday  School  class  met  in  his 
bedroom,  professions  of  faith  were 
made  in  the  living  room,  and  bap¬ 
tisms  took  place  in  the  garage. 

Why  was  there  a  baptistery  in 
the  garage?  "Because  my  parents 
answered  the  call  to  missions  and 
moved  us  from  Mississippi  to  New 
York,"  said  Fant,  a  former  faculty 
member  at  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  and 
current  associate  professor  of 
English  and  chair  of  the  department 
at  Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  which  is  affiliated  with  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention. 

"They  believed  the  people  of  west¬ 
ern  New  York  needed  to  hear  the 
Good  News  of  Christ.  Southern 
Baptists  funneled  a  part  of  their  tithes 
ana  offerings  into  a  massive  pool  of 
resources  called  the  Cooperative 
Program.  The  Cooperative  Program 
put  that  baptistery  in  our  garage, 
which  means  the  'father'  of  me 
Cooperative  Program,  M.E.  Dodd, 
helped  to  put  it  there,"  he  said. 


V 

♦vs 


Fant,  addressing  ■ 
a  Founders'  Day 
program  earlier 
this  year  on  the 
Union  University 
campus,  spoke  on 
the  topic  of: 
"Missions,  Educa¬ 
tion  and  the  Co¬ 
operative  Program, 
or  How  M.E.  Dodd 
helped  to  put  a 
baptistery  in  my 
family's  garage  and 
helped  to  pay  your 
Union  tuition.'' 

The  idea  behind 
Union's  annual 
Founder's  Day 
emphasis,  as  Fant 
described  it,  is  to 
"study  the  great 
persons  who  nave 
teen  our  forerun 
ners  in  order  to  lift 
up  our  eyes  and  to  . 
see  the  potential  1 
toward  wnich  we  ° 
ourselves  can  'r. 
strive."  M.E.  Dodd  /- 


un  our  Pv«*»YnH  in  FANT  ON  DODD  —  Former  Mississippian  Gene  Fant 
see  the  Potential  associate  professor  of  English  and  chair  of  the 
toward  which  we  dePartment  at  Union  University  in  Jackson,  Tenn., 
ourselves  ran  rBcent*y  ^eli ivered  an  address  at  the  university  on  tfie  life  of 
strive  "ME  Dodd  ^odd'  w^°  t®5  teen  credited  with  the  birth  of  the 
and  his  vfafe  Emma  Co°perative  Program.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Union  University) 

were  both  Union  graduates.  been  the  way  that  it  has  compelled 

Dodd  would  have  been  content  us  to  fulfill  the  Great 
to  be  a  farmer,  Fant  said,  if  it  were  Commandment,"  he  said.  "By  par- 


were  both  Union  graduates. 

Dodd  would  have  been  content 
to  be  a  farmer,  Fant  said,  if  it  were 
not  for  a  Union  student.  Forest 
Smith,  who  spoke  at  Poplar  Grove 
Church  one  Sunday.  Dodd  went 
forward  to  give  his  life  to  Jesus  and 
soon  felt  called  into  the  ministry. 
That  calling  led  him  to  Union, 

Li _ lL.  J _ . _ 


ticipating  sacrificially 
Cooperative  Program  eivii 


- - - - -Q  —  —  -  — —  -  *  VtfV  J1IUU1U  UVTT  Ul 

where  he  met  his  wife,  the  daughter  the  praise  of  God  and  in  the  service 
of  former  Union  President  George  of  others.  "Our  stewardship  of 
Savage.  After  graduation,  the  cou-  resources  is  an  overflow  of  our  spir- 
ple  began  a  life  of  ministry,  serving  itual  state.  It's  not  about  financial 
in  churches  in  Fulton,  Paducah,  and  responsibility;  it's  about  spiritual 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  then  at  First  discipline." 

Church,  Shreveport,  La.  President  David  S.  Dockery,  who 

As  the  Louisiana  church  grew  in  praised  Fant's  address,  said  "it  is 
prominence,  Dodd  served  in  vital  for  us  to  re-educate  a  new  gen- 
Southem  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  eration  regarding  the  importance  of 
leadership  positions.  At  that  time,  the  Cooperative  Program  for  sup- 
the  SBC  was  "loosely  knit,  poorly  porting  Baptist  higher  education 
financed,  and  enduring  theological  and  missions." 
crises,"  Fant  said.  Fant's  father.  Gene  Fant  Sr.,  is  the 

"Dodd  understood  something  retired  pastor  of  Center  Terrace 
valuable,"  Fant  said.  "The  solu-  Church,  Canton.  Fant's  mother, 
tion  to  a  convention-wide  theo-  *■  Mona  Faith,  is  a  music  evangelist 
logical  crisis  could  be  found  in  a  and  Christian  recording  artist.  His 
renewed,  sacrificial  focus  on  mis-  parents  reside  in  Clinton. 


sions.  In  1925,  Dodd's  vision  for  a 
passionate  support  of  missions, 
education  ana  benevolence  artic¬ 
ulated  itself  in  what  we  now  call 
the  Cooperative  Program." 

Since  that  time.  Southern  Baptists 
have  given  more  than  $10  billion  to 
Cooperative  Program  causes  and 
now  support  more  than  10,000  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  home  and  overseas, 
assist  15,000  seminary  students, 
operate  disaster  relief  ministries 
that  are  second  only  to  the  Red 
Cross,  aid  needy  children  through 
Baptist  children's  homes  and  oper¬ 
ate  a  ministerial  annuity  pi  ogram 
almost  without  peer,  Fant  said. 

"The  beauty  of  the  Cooperative 
Program  in  Southern  Baptist  life  has 


Editor ’a  note:  The  full  text  of  Font’s 
address  can  be  accessed  at 
httv://www.uu.edu/news/newsreleas- 
es /release. cfmUD^67 9 
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CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$100,000  -  $149,999 

Association/Chukch  CP  Gifts 

MID-DELTA/SKENE  $27,052.82 

£HARKEY-ISSAQ/FBC  ANGUILLA  INC  $24,395.46 

CALHOUN/BIG  CREEK  $21,009.77 

MONTGOMERY/BETHSAIDA  $20,822.79 

YALOBUSHA/BETHEL  $19,144.00 

ADAMS/CLIFF  TEMPLE  $18,162.10 

YAZOO/CONCORD  $18,153.17 

PIKE/NAVILLA  $17,944.46 

NORTH  CENTRAL/HEBRON  $17,885.53 

MID-DELTA/DREW  $1 7,633.32 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$150,000  -  $249,999 


.  Association/Chukch 

CP  Gifts 

CARROLL/CARROLLTON 

$53,970.27 

PEARL  RIVER/UNION. 

$45,813.41 

COV-JEFF  DAVIS/WHITESAND 

$40,502.00 

PONTOTOC/ECRU 

$40,029.12 

LAWRENCE/SHILOH 

$38,159.00 

SCOTT/SPRINGFIELD 

$36,725.22 

PIKE/TERRY'S  CREEK 

$34,057.72 

LINCOLN/NEW  PROSPECT 

$33,768.53 

HOLMES/FBC  LEXINGTON 

$33,722.82 

RANKIN/CATO 

$33,308.79 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$250,000  -  $499,999 


work  together  to  changes  lives 
through  Qirist's  redeeming  power." 

Fant  said  Dodd  knew  that 
Christians'  resources  should  flow  in 


Associa  tion/Chukch 
PERRY/FBC  RICHTON 
LAWRENCE/NEW  HEBRON 
NEWTON/HICKORY 
RANKIN/FBC  PEARL 
NEWTON/FBC  UNION 
JONES/INDIAN  SPRINGS 
NORTHWEST/FBC  COLDWATER 
PIKE/CENTRAL 
MARION/BUNKER  HILL 
COV-JEFF  DAVIS/PRENTISS 


CP  Gifts 
$70,683.00 
$62,6 72.17 
$60,949.94 
$59,898.69 
$59,787.56 
$58,403.52 
$57,362.35 
$57,243.11 
$57,011.34 
$52,956.23 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$500,000  -  $999,999 

Associa  tion/Chukch  CP  Gifts 

MONTGOMERY/FBC  WINONA  $177,313.89 

PEARL  RlVER/FBC  PICAYUNE  $160,557.84 

COPIAH/FBC  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS  $1 23.1 79.00 

CH ICKASAW/FBC  HOUSTON  $1 1 5,407.93 

MID-DELTA/FBC  CLEVELAND  $1 1 3,500.08 

LAUDERDALE/FBC  COLLINSVILLE  $108,858.70 

NEWTON/FBC  NEWTON  $108,800.39 

LEE/FBC  BALDWYN  $107,779.81 

SIMPSON/FBC  MAGEE  $100,370.28 

RANKIN/BRIAR  HILL  $94,658.07 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

,  $1,000,000  &  ABOVE 


Association/Chukch 
METRO/FBC  JACKSON 
METRO/COLONIAL  HEIGHTS 
LEE/CALVARY 
RANKIN/FBC  BRANDON 
LEE/HARRISBURG 
METRO/MORRISON  HEIGHTS 
METRO/FBC  CLINTON 
METRO/B  ROADMOOR 
GOLDEN  TRJANGLE/FAIRVIEW 
METRO/FBC  MADISON 


CP  Gifts 
$760,117.03 
$395,624.31 
$363,840.77 
$339,348.00 
$337,182.60 
$2%, 507.08 
$279,925.55 
$264;895.26 
$239,935.70 
$234,199.93 


CooratAnvB  Program 


A*  Mi.  U,  JUt  A 


CP  maximizes  mission  effort 


2004  Mississippi  Baptist 
Cooperative  Program  Budget 

Mississions  Allocations 


Since  its  launch  in  '  Churches  work  together  through  affiliation 
ative  Program  (CP)  with  state  conventions  to  reach  people  and 

I” 

including:  evangelism  efforts,  children's 
•  missions,  missions  educa- 


NASHVTLLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  ! 

1925,  the  effectiveness  of  Cooper: 

Missions  has  been  dependent 
churches,  state  conventions  and  SBC  entities  coop¬ 
erating,  working  toward  a  common  l 
the  Gospel  with  every  person  on  die  planet. 

Simply  put,  CP  Deg  ins  with  individuals. 

Individuals  first  give  themselves  to  God  (2 
Corinthians  8:5).  Next,  out  of  gratitude  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God  for  what  He  has  done,  individuals 
commit  to  give  back  to  Him,  through  their  church¬ 
es,  a  portion  of  what  He  provides.  This  5 
monly  called  a  tithe  and  represents  10%  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual's  income  (Leviticus  27:30,  Malachi  3:10). 

The  local  church  decides  the  next  step.  Every 
year  churches  affiliated  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  state  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  prayerfully  decide  how  much  of  undesig¬ 
nated  gifts  will  be  committed  to  reaching  people 
in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world  through  CP 
Missions.  This  amount  is  then  forw; 
each  church  to  the  state  Baptist  convention  with 
which  the  church  is  affiliated. 

During  the  annual  meeting  of  the  state  con-  Six  Southern 
vention,  messengers  elected  from  churches  in  Southeastern,  Midwestern,  Southwestern, 
that  convention  decide  what  percentage  of  CP  Golden  Gate,  and  New  Orleans)  educate  more 
Missions  gifts  contributed  by  local  congregations  than  15,250  pastors,  missionaries  and  future 
stays  in  that  state  to  reach  people  and  support  church  leaders  each  year, 
local  missions  and  ministries.  The  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission  is 

The  percentage  to  be  forwarded  to  the  SBC  for  dedicated  to  addressing  social,  moral  and  ethical 
North  American  and  international  missions  and  concerns,  with  particular  attention  to  their 
ministries  also  is  determined  at  this  time.  This  is  impact  on  American  families  and  their  faith, 
die  SBC  portion  of  CP.  Messengers  to  the  They  also  provide  print  resources  that  offer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  scriptural  responses  to  the  moral  and  ethical 
last  fall  directed  that  35%  of  CP  gifts  from  problems  of  our  culture. 

Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  2004  be  forwarded  Your  prayers  and  suj 
to  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville,  for  work  of  the  Annuity  1 
distribution  according  to  the  CP  allocation  budget.  Baptist  Foundation. 

At  the  SBC  annual  meeting,  messengers  from  As  a  result  of  local  churches,  state  conven- 
Southem  Baptist  churches  across  the  country  tions,  and  SBC  entities  working  together, 
decide  how  CP  gifts  received  from  the  states  will  Southern  Baptists  saw  more  than  816,000  new 
be  distributed  among  SBC  entities.  These  gifts  •  believers  baptized  in  2002,  the  latest  year  for 
are  used  by  Southern  Baptist  entities  to  send  and  which  overall  statistics  are  available.  That’s 
support  missionaries,  train  pastors,  missionaries  the  power  of  cooperation! 
and  other  ministry  leaders,  provide  relief  for  Simply  defined,  Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
retired  ministers  and  widows,  and  address  Missions  is  caringpeople,  partnering  together, 
social,  moral  and  ethical  concerns  relating  to  our  to  touch  the  world. 

faith  and  families.  For  more  information  on  CP  Missions  and 

More  than  94%  of  the  CP  gifts  forwarded  to  promotional  resources,  contact  David  Michel, 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  go  toward  send-  MBCB  Associate  Executive  Director  for  Missions 
ing,  supporting  and  training  missionaries,  pas-  Strategy,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
tors  and  other  church  leaders.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3233  or  toll-free  outside 

The  bottom  line  —  people  around  the  world  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  233.  E-mail: 


in  individuals,  support  a  wide  array  of  ministries  and  mis 

_  ....  .  ‘  ‘  .  1  1  • _ _ 1! . i  1  J _ ' . 

_  entities  coop-  sions  i 
goal  of  sharing  homes,  volunteer 

tion,  new  churches,  colleges  and  universities, 
collegiate  ministries  and  camps. 

For  additional  information  concerning  spe¬ 
cific  state  conventions,  log  on  to  www.sDc.net 
and  click  on  state  conventions.  The 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  web 
is  com-  site  can  be  found  at  www.mbcb.org. 

Through  the  International  Mission  Board, 
Southern  Daptists  support  more  than  5,380  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  are  engaging  1,400-plus  different 
people  groups  around  the  world. 

New  churches  numbering  more  than  1,788 
were  planted  through  the  efforts  of  more  than 
5,200  North  American  missionaries,  whose  efforts 
are  coordinated  through  the  North  American 
from  Mission  Board  and  individual  state  conventions. 
In  Mississippi,  the  MBCB  Church  Planting 
'  ned  that  responsibility, 
iptist  seminaries  (Southern, 


Global  Missions/SBC 


1 7.50%  International  Mission  Board 
7.98%  North  American  Mission  Board 
7.57%  Six  Seminaries 
1.16%  SBC  Operations 
0.79%  Other  Agencies 

35.00%  Subtotal 


$5,399,620 

$2,462,227 

$2,335,721 

$357,918 

$243,754 

$10,799,240 


Christian  Education 


8.55%  Mississippi  College 

7.27%  William  Carey 

3.19%  Blue  Mountain 

1.23%  Board  of  Ministerial  Education 

0.17%  Education  Commission 


20.40%  Subtotal 


State  Missions  and  Evangelism 


x>rt  also  undergird  the 
iard  and  the  Southern 


0.69%  Asti 
16.324  Su 


2.22%  (TjtciplB'MffSKQilyMim 
1.62%  Capital  Needs^"4— 
1.99%  Sundfe  School 
1.62%  Gulfshdt*  BaptWrAsswrhbly 
1.07%  Church  Graarth  „  . 
1.46%  Church  Music  ®  •  P1 
0.95%  Pastor/Leadership  Developn 
0.89%  Church  Minister  Relations 
0.58%  Church/Community  Impact 

12.40%  Subtotal 


NOBTS  establishing  CP  chair 


State  Benevolent  Institutions 


$951,436 

$515,042 

$407,549 

$308,435 

$60,328 

$2,242,790 


3.08%  Church  Annuity 
1.67%  Baptist  Children  s  Village 
1.32%  MS  Baptist  Foundation 
1 .00%  Christum  Action  Commission 
0.20%  Historical  Commission 


t  every  of  the  seminary's  Baptist  Center  for  Theology 
erative  and  Ministry,  Norman  is  a  recognized  expert 
Kelley,  in  the  area  of  Baptist  distinctives. 
mention  Norman  will  coordinate  the  seminary's  aca- 
togeth-  demic  instruction  about  CP  including  a 
mandatory  course  approved  by  the  board, 
esofall  Every  graduate  student  at  NOBTS  will  be 
til  to  take  the  one-hour  course  about  CP. 

_ ___  course,  An  Introduction  to  NOBTS,  the 

an  attitude  of  cooperation  SBC  and  the  Cooperative  Program,  will  be 

designed  to  give  future  pastors  and  ministers  the 
training  needed  to  explain  and  promote  CP  in 
their  churches.  Exit  exams  will  gauge  each  stu¬ 
dent's  knowledge  of  die  CP  just  before  gradua¬ 
tion.  These  results  will  be  used  to  improve  the 
CP  training  students  receive. 

During  the  course,  each  student  will  receive 
CP  training  materials  including  a  CD  of  class¬ 
room  presentations.  Students  will  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  use  the  CD  and  other,  resources  to 
educate  the  churches  they  lead  about  the 


Management  &  Communication 


;dom  ministries 


sizes  are  able  to  parddp 
that  touch  all  areas  of  tn 
the  seminary  will  instill 
and  SBC  support  in  each  of  its  graduates. 

"The  Cooperative  Program  forms  50%  of  our 
budget,"  Kelley  told  trustees.  "It  is  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  its  churches  that  keeps 
our  doors  open.  The  best  way  to  support  NOBTS 
and  SBC  missions  and  ministries  is  to  encourage 
churches  to  support  the  Cooperative  Program. 

The  new  faculty  chair  to  study  and  promote 
the  Cooperative  Program  at  NOBTS  will  be  fund¬ 
ed  by  CP  income,  grants  and  endowment  gifts  of 
interested  Southern  Baptists.  In  establishing  die 
chair,  trustees  expressed  the  desire  to  acknowl-  importance  of  CP  giving 


$719,786 

$662,762 

$417,198 

$434,624 

$321,108 

$101,100 

$2,656,278 


2.33%  Resouces  Services/Accounting 
2.15%  The  Baptist  Record 
1.35%  Communication  Services 
1.41%  Executive  Leadership  Team 
1.04%  Computer  Information  Services 
0.33%  Convention  Session  &  Committees 


8.61%  Subtotal 


Grand  Total:  $30,854,971 


April  27, 2004 


Just  for  the  Recoro 


Webster  Association, 
Webster  County,  recently  held 
Bible  Drill.  Pictured  are  the 
youth  and  children  winners. 

The  English  as  a  Second 
Language  group  of  Calvary 
Church,  Waynesboro,  held  a 
recognition  service  for  their  first 
group  of  students  to  complete 
their  beginner  study  course. 
They  were  presented  with  cer¬ 
tificates  ana  t-shirts  March  31. 
Other  students  and  teachers 
that  have  participated  in  the 
program  are  pictured. 

First  Church,  Maben,  hon¬ 
ored  Eldon  (Jeffie)  Hester 
upon  her  retirement  from  50 
years  of  service  as  church 
organist/pianist  March  21.  She 
was  honored  with  a  plaque, 
money  gift,  cards  of  apprecia¬ 
tion,  ana  a  reception.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Billy  Hester,  min¬ 
ister  of  music,  Randle  Poss, 
pastor  emeritus,  Jeffie  Hester, 
and  Tommy  Temple,  pastor. 

Freeny  Church,  Carthage, 
recently  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  for  Paul  Long  and  Frank 
Johnson.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Long,  John  Adams,  pastor, 
and  Johnson. 


Engligh  as  a  Second  Language  Calvary  Church,  Waynesboro 


Webster  Association  Children's  Bible  Drill  Participants 


Webster  Association  Youth  Bible  Drill  Participants 


B.  Hester,  R.  Poss,  J.  Hester;  and  T.  Temple,  pastor 


YOU  ARE  INVITED  to  a 
Yvon  Pretin  Seminar:  fl 


Strategies  &  sH 
in  numta’s  dTtcf  ypur 
A  time  of  learnirfg. 


BAPTISTS 


Paul  Long,  John  Adams,  pastor;  and  Frank  Johnson 


from  a  natfonallyjknWri i%ache?gifflti  in 
developing  ways  for^Jt'tfurch's  outfcach. 
Yvon's  website:  www.cyberservants.org 

Thursday  •  May  6,  2004 
at  Pinelake  Baptist  Church 
Brandon,  MS 

Cost:  Only  $30  -  includes  lunch  &  snacks 
Door  Prize  awarded  at  conclusion 


For  The  “Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark  /[■III  J  \ 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 


Sponsored  by 

Approved  Document  Services 
2702  Flowood  Drive  •  Flowood,  MS  39232 

To  Register 


Complete  the  registration  form  below, 
enclose  your  $30  registration  fee  A  mail  to: 

Approved  Document  Services 
2702  Flowood  Drive  •  Flowood,  MS  30232 
or  phone  (60W  932-0340 
with  credit  card  information. 


ns  •  Kayaks  •  Camp  C/round 


Name(s)  and  Titli(s) 
Organization  Name 

Address _ 

City _ 

Zip  Code _ 

Fax _ 


Phone 


E-mail  _ 

Amount  Enclosed  $ 


April  22,  2004 


College  &  Seminary  News 


William  Carey  College  will 
host  the  20th  Annual  Conference 
on  the  Elderly  Mississippian 
with  a  Mental  Handicap  April  30 
from  9  a.m.  —  4:45  p.m.  in  the 
Thomas  Fine  Arts  Building, 

Hattiesburg  campus. 

Registration  is  $25.  Registration 
sheets  are  available  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Public  Library  or  by 
contacting  Paul  Cotton,  498 
Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401,  (601)  318-6416.  Walk-ins 
will  be  charged  a  $5  late  fee. 

The  Blue  Mountain  College 
Alumni  Association  awarded 
32  Travis  Scholarships  and 
three  Christian  Leadership 
Scholarships  to  current  BMC 
ministerial  students  at  the 

annual  meeting  March  25.  The  _ 

35  scholarships  totaled  almost  president  is 
$11,000.  new  Minis 

president  is  ] 

A  Basic  Congregational  Nurse 
Preparation  course  will  be  The  annu 

offered  for  RNs,  clergy  and  chap-  Mountain  C 

lains  interested  in  the  ministry  of  Association 
a  church  nursing  practice,  by  Officers  el< 
Mississippi  College  School  of 
Nursing^  co-sponsored  by 
MBCB,  and  Baptist  Health 
Systems  May  20-23.  Contact  (601) 

925-3391  or  Dolian@mc.edu. 


Blue  Mountain  College's  Ministerial  Association  Officers 


Blue  Mountain  College  Scholarship  Winners 


Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
presents: 

Third  Annual 
Leadership  Conference 


Blue  Mountain  College  SGA 


INVADING  THE  KINGDOM 


2004  Better  Newspaper  Contest 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi 
Press  Association  held  recently  in 
Jackson.  Mitchell  Smith,  Amanda 
Eady,  and  Rachel  George 
received  individual  awards. 
Debbie  Montgomery,  assistant 
professor  of  communication  and 
journalism,  serves  as  advisor. 
Members  of  the  newspaper  staff 
are  Emily  Wade,  Anne  Brinkman, 
Bobbi  Bome-Smith,  Henry 
Jefferson,  Breck  Short,  Hope 
Johnstone,  and  Sinclair  Jackson. 

Blue  Mountain  College  held 
its  annual  installation  ceremony 
for  incoming  2004-05  student 
leaders  March  22.  Becky  Bennett, 
dean  of  student  affairs,  presented 


DARKNESS 


A  Biblical  Look  at  Spiritual 
Warfare  in  the  Lives  of 
Spiritual  Leaders 


with 

Dr.  Chuck  Lawless 

Senior  Associate  Dean, 

Billy  Graham  School  of  Evangelism 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


Blue  Mountain  College  Ministerial  Association 


Date: 

May  4, 2004 
Time: 

10:30  am  —  2:30  pm* 
Location: 

First  Baptist  Church 
Biloxi,  MS 

* Lunch  Will  be  Provided 

**Please  pay  by  check  in  advance** 
Cost:  $20.  00 

To:  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
Memo  Line:  Kingdom  Conference 
Deadline:  April  30, 2004 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact: 

Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
PO  Box  2369 
Gulfport,  MS,  39505 
Phone:  (228)  832-43 11 
Email:  gcba@cableone.net 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer. 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Scenic  view,  (662)  746-6702. 

(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  DO  YOU  ENfOY  THE  ELDERLY?  join  us  in 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com,  making  a  real  difference  in  the  lives  of  the 
AFFORDABLF  BEAC  HSIDE  VACATION  elderly.  Non-medical  companionship  and 
condo s,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  help  in  their  homes.  Flexible  day,  evening. 
All  sizes.  Spring  special.  Two  night  week-  and  weekend  shifts.  Home  Instead  Senior 

end,  $140.00.  Four  week  nights,  Care,  call  (601 )  926-4325. _ 

$210.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  PEWS  FOR  SALE:  walnut  stain, 

good  thru  5/27,  (205)  556-0368. _  padded  seat.  Fourteen  and  Fifteen  ft. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  lengths.  Call  (601)  482-5583. 


mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  second  billirg. 
(662)  455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  250,000  happy  customers.  Tolt-liee  (866)  587- 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  8346orwwwxxxenantphonesavice.com. 

TOMBSTONE  CLEANING,  CARPET,  &  HOPPER  CUSS  STUDIO,  'CUSTOM 
CHIMNEY  CLEANING.  Also,  water  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
removal.  Contact  Richard  Sims  with  R 
&  R  Steam  Cleaning.  Phone  (601 )  892 
1622  or  cell  phone  (60F)  506-6017. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers, 
screen/glass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 


April  22, 2004 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Ray  Burke  &  Hudson  Anthony 


John  &  Laura  Henry,  &  Mickey  McLendon,  pastor 


Cairo  Church,  Ecru, 
recently  honored  Gerald 
Robbins  with  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  certificate  for  nis  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Bill  Dowdy,  pastor,  and 
Robbins. 


Lorena  Church,  Smith, 

recognized 

Yl.ivola  Shir  lev  vvitn  nine  ^  ® '‘''Hjj/jSj 

years  perfect  attendance  ;n 

Sunday  School  Pictured  ’  ‘jmbjfe 

(from  left)  are  |im  Praet,  I  :V,  ''jigHp 

Shirlev,  and  tommy 
Anderson,  pastor 

Bobby  Shurden,  pastor,  Crestview  Church  Mission  Trip,  Petal 

took  ten  members  ofH 

Crestview  Church,  Petal, 
along  with  nine  from  other 
churches  on  a  mission  trip  to 
Mexico  in  March  Pictured  is 
Shurden  with  two  — J 

Mexican  children 
\nv  one  interested  m 
participating  in  a 

mission  trio  !.  Pp~-~i . 

Mevu  o  i  an  v  all  (hOl  )  " 


Greenville  Church  WMU, 


nville 


New  Sight  Children's  Jubilee,  Brookhaven 


rton,held  Lynn  Ray  Road  Church, 
Pictured  Petal,  held  a  Valentine  Banquet 
the  Bible  Tacky  Party.  Pictured  (from 
Mahaffey,  left)  are  Mickey  Steele,  pastor, 
and  Emmitt  Boone, 


Beulah  Church  Seventy  Plus  Choir,  Magee 


Brookhaven,  hosted  |SC*3’< 

its  first  ever 
Children's  Jubilee  BK 
March  19-20.  The  Mr 
G.O.O.F.  .Troupe 

entertained  and  pre-  | 
sented  the  gospel  to 
children  through 

sixth  grade. 

Beulah  Church,  Magee, 

recently  gave  the  Seventy- 
Plus  Choir  a  special  recogni¬ 
tion.  Joe  Ware  is  the  choir 
director. 


yQ|  Crestwood  Church, 
Booneville,  held  a 
note  burning  ceremo¬ 
ny  to  celebrate  the  retiring  of 
their  fellowship  debt  March  28. 
ivia  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bobby 
igh  Mahaffey,  Davis,  Charles  Cleveland,  Ray 
riles.  Brittany  Johnson,  Jackie  Spencer, 
Richard  Wold,  Jackie  Lindsey, 
and  Ray  Harden. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Amory,  recently  hosted 
a  surprise  party  for  Hudson 
Anthony  who  has  been  a  choir 
member  for  67  1/2  years.  Over 
60  choir  members  and  guests 
were  present  for  the  dinner  and 
party.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Ray  Burke,  minister  of  music, 
presenting  a  plaque  to  Anthony. 

First  Church,  Greenville, 
recently  held  a  Roundtable 
Women  on  Mission  meeting. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Eloise 
Cumbaa,  Anne  Mason,  and 
Donna  Massey  looking  over 
recent  e-mails  from  a  missionary. 


Praet,  Shirley,  &  Anderson,  pastor 


Clayton  Giles,  Casey  Torrence, 
Brittany  Tagert,  Jessica  Tagert, 
and  (front)  Bible  Buddies 
Lampkin,  Karleij 
and  Creston  Gi 
Tagert  and  Giles 
Associational  Bible  Drill  A] 
and  State  Bible  Drill  April  1 


Mickey  Steele,  pastor;  and  Emmitt  Boone 


Branch  Church  Children's  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Morton 


Crestwood  Chuich  Note  Burning,  Booneville 


The  Baffist  Record 


When  tiie  Lord  returns  we  may  have  confidence  and  not  we  would  be  ashamed  to  be  if  the 
with  a  shout,  with  the  be  ashamed  at  His  coming.  John  Lord  came  back  while  we  were 
voice  of  the  archangel  tells  us  to  think  about  what  man-  there.  No  man  knows  the  hour, 
and  with  the  trump  of  ner  of  love  has  been  given  us  by  but  the  Father.  Jesus  will  come 
God,  "all  that  are  in  the  the  Father  that  we  should  be  suddenly  as  a  thief  in  the  night, 
graves  shall  hear  his  called  His  sons.  Consider  a  king  Suppose  the  President  is  a 
voice,  and  they  shall  going  out  into  the  streets  and  dear  mend  of  yours  and  sends 
come  forth..."  (John  finding  the  poorest,  vilest  person  you  word  that  he  will  be  visiting 
5:28).  Hallelujah!  The  and  adopting  them  into  his  fami-  your  home  this  summer,  but 
dead  shall  be  raised  first,  ly,  making  mem  heir  of  all  he  can't  tell  you  exactly  when. 

possessed.  Wouldn't  you  think  > -Excitedly,  you  get  your  house  in 
that  person  would  be  a  devoted  ^  order  and  tefl  your  friends.  Two 
subject  of  the  king  forever?  As/  weeks  bfcfore^summet  is  over,  he 
subjects  of  our  king,  the  world  ‘  still  hasn't  <39tne.  Friends,  ques- 
will  no  more  understand  or,  tion  if  he's  coaling  at  all  apa  you 
accept  us  than  they  did  Him,  but  begin  to  wander  if  he^Kiilly  is. 

‘  ‘  You're  weary  of  waiting  and 

Christ  appears,  we  shall  be  like  watching,  so.  yoti  resume  your 
’  ”  *”  ’  life  as  usual.  Then  one  day  he 

comes,  and  you're  ashamed.  You 
weren't  TeJ^pecting  him,  so  you 
about  whatsit  will  be*  like  to  v  weren't  prepared.  You  knew  he 
behold  Him?  In  1  John  3:1,  he  was  a  person  who  kept  his  word, 
writes  that  every  man  that  has  but  it  had  been  so  long... 
this  hope  purifies  himself,  even  "Therefore  be  ye  also  ready:  for 
Christ  is  pure.  Looking  for  the  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not 
Lord's  return  will  cause  us  to  put  the  Son  of  man  cometh" 
away  the  sin  in  our  lives.  When  (Matthew  24:44). 

my  cousins  and  I  were  teenagers,  - — - 

my  grandmother  would  encour-  Foster  is  member  of  Murphy 
age  us  never  to  go  anywhere  that  Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Returning  King 

Matthew  24:42-44; 

1  Thessalonians  4:13-18;  1  John  2:28-3:3 
By  Patsy  Foster 


in  1  Thessalonians  4:13- 
18  to  face  the  sorrows  of  pQ 
Have  you  ever  awaked  the  death  differently  than 
arrival  of  a  loved  one  from  a  tire  heathen  who  sorrow  with- 
distant  place?  As  you  eagerly  out  hope.  Romans  6:5  says,  "For 
watched  and  waited,  you  grew  if  we  nave  been  planted  together 
drowsy  and  tired.  You  Vesper-  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  we 
ately  wanted  to  stay  awake  for  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of  his 
their  arrival.  We,  as  believers,  resurrection."  Those  who  fall 
should  be  awake,  watching  and  asleep  in  death  will  one  day  be 
waiting,  expecting  the  jsehim  of  resurrected  from  their  graves, 
our  King,  Jesus.  The  people  of  just  as  Jesus  was  from  rus.  So, 
Noah's  tune  had  heard  mat  the  why  should  we  embrace  the 
flood  was  coming  for  fio  long  hopelessness  of  the  world 
that  they  failed  to  believe  ana  regarding  death?  Though 
heed  the  warning.  Do  we  sorrow  at  being  parted  from  £ur 
believe  that  Jesus  is  coming  loved  ones,  in  our  hearts) we 
again?  If  we  do,*  then  we  acknowledge  that  they,  being 
should  have  a  unique  focus  on  absent  from  the  body,  are  pre- 
the  happenings  of  fife.  sent  with  the  Lord.  There  in  His 

In  view  of  our  Lord's  return,  presence  they  are  experiencing 
the  Apostle  Paul  encourages  us  fullness  of  joy  (Psalm  16:11). 


and  then  we,  who  are 
Br  alive,  shall  be  changed 
from  corruptible  to  incorrupt¬ 
ible,  from  mortal  to  immortal  (1 
Corinthians  15:52-53).  Then  we 
will  be  caught  up  together  with 

them  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  we  are  promised  that  when 
Lord  in  the  air,  and  so  shall  we  < 
ever  be  with  the  Lord.  Barnes  Him,  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  he 
writes  in  his  commentary  that  is.  Have  you  thought  much 
the  word  "caught  up"  implies  about  His  glorious  appearing, 
that  we  will  not  ascend  by  our 
own  effort  or  will,  but  by  a 
power  applied  to  us  which  will 
cause  us  to  rise  up.  We  can 
indeed  comfort  one  another  as 
with  these  words! 

Also  in  light  of  his  return,  we 
are  exhorted  to  be  confident  in 
our  Father's  love  and  to  abide  in 
Him,  that  when  He  shall  appear, 


Explore  the  Bible 

TPersevere  Diligently  W 

,  r  II  Timothy  2:1-15,  20-21  W 

toby  McKay  For  years  our  churches  .3? 

have  allowed  the  Devil 
ave  always  said  that  there  to  win  victories  in  the 
t  to  be  a  nook  written  on  congregation  by  not  M 
Qly  and  petty  things  that  keeping  our  focus  on 
s  Southern  Baptists  argue  the  mam  thing.  If  the  Devil  uses 
t.  There  is  nO  doubt  that  if  God's  people  to  argue  about 
r  Mississippi  Baptist  carpet  color,  ministry  plans,  or 


tions.  I  have  always  had  the 
utmost  respect  for  those  who 
serve  in  the  field  of  education. 
The  teachers  that  commit  their 
lives  to  making  an  impact  on 
young  people  are  of  great 
pleasure  to  God.  Paul  is  say¬ 
ing  here,  that  as  Christians,  we 
are  teachers  too.  Our  curricu¬ 
lum,  if  you  will,  is  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  salvation. 

Next  he  compares  us  to  sol¬ 
diers.  Our  awareness  of  the  mil¬ 
itary  is  at  a  Cnmax  due  to  the 


I  situations  that  may 
arise  in  our  church.  If 
you  can  trust  God 
with  your  soul, 
shouldn't  you  be  able 
to  trust  him  with  the 
problems  that  come 
about  in  your  church? 

Paul  is  telling  us  in 
our  lesson  today  to 
keep  on  keeping  on. 
*y  One  thing  you  have  to 
admire  about  the  Apostle  Paul 
is  that  he  never  gave  up.  He 
went  through  trials  and  tribu¬ 
lations  that  none  of  us  can 

_  fully  relate  to.  Paul  experi- 

problems  they  have  experi-  The  "main  thing"  previ-  enced  imprisonment,  ship- 
enced  in  their  church  history  it  ously  mentioned  is  Jesus  wreck,  ana  beating  all  for  tne 
would  probably  fill  the  entire  Christ.  Like  Peter,  when  we  cause  of  Christ.  This  chapter 
Baptist  Building.  Some  com-  take  our  eyes  off  Of  Him  we  should  come  alive  for  us  as  we 
plaints  have  been  legitimate,  will  sink.  This  is  not  true  of  remember  what  Paul  went 
while  an  embarrassing  majori-  every  church,  but  many  through  as  God's  obedient 
ty  of  groveling  is  over  some-  churches  are  having  difficul-  servant.  Also,  it  should  com- 
thing  mat  is  no  more  important  ties  because  they  have  gotten  pel  us  to  diligently  persevere 
than  spilled  milk.  I  have  heard  their  priorities  m  the  wrong  and  not  fall  into  the  schemes 
stories  and  know  instances  order.  Our  number  one  mis-  of  the  wicked  one. 
fust-hand  that  should  cause  us  siori  from  God  is  to  present 

to  shake  our  head  in  disbelief.  I  the  Gospel  to  every  man,  I.  The  Comparison  (2:1-7) 
know  of  people  that  like  to  woman,  and  child  in  our  com-  Here  we  see  Paul  describ- 
compete  with  others  on  how  munity.  That  means  every  ing  the  role  of  not  only  the 
bad  the  troublemakers  are  in  one!  It  we  are  busy  .sharing  pastor  but  to  every  Christian, 
their  own  church  While  some  how  to  be  saved  with  our  In  verses  one  through  seven 
of  the  stories  might  seem  neighbors/ God  will  make  he  compares  the  Christian  Life 
humorous,  they  are  truly  sad.  clear  to  us  how  to  handle  the  with  four  different  occupa- 


,-^RNAT  lOfy 


Sponsored  by 
The  Religious  Roundtable 
and  The  March  of  the  Living 


mat 

r  •  4  j 

* 

w  *.■  i*  ■ 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 

death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  ami  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 

'  (I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Btblioctpher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1932-2004 

GQBQVCEQB,  LGVNN 
EGQ  LAY  AC  TVY  LWE  AY 
EGQ  BWDGE  GVYO  AC 
EGQ  RAUQB  AC  DAO. 

NMZQ  EUQYEP-EUA: 

LWJEP-YWYQ 

Clue:  Z  •  I 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  8:24 


NOBTS  struggles  with  'sole  owner'  issue 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP  and  local  NOBTS  President  Chuck  Kelley  indicat-  ing  to  prove  ownership,"  Chapman  wrote. 

—  New  Orleans ]  Seminary  ed  that since  the  Feb.  17  action  by  the  SBC  He  also  noted  that  by  establishing  SBC  own- 
(NOBTS)  trustees  voted  April  14  to  offer  EC  he  had  reviewed  three  options,  prefer-  ership  of  all  entities  as  subsidiary  corpora- 
messengers  to  the  2005  Southern  Baptist  ring  that  messengers  in  2005  pick  from  the  tions,  the  convention  would  be  further  pro- 
Convention  a  choice  between  two  differ-  two  choices  of  charter  amendments  that  are  tected  against  dangers  of  ascending  liability, 
ent  charter  amendments,  designed  to  to  be  drafted.  The  second  option  included  Kelley  disagreed,  maintaining  that 
resolve  an  impasse  between  the  two  die  same  two  amendment  choices  but  Louisiana  lawyers  have  advised  lum  that 
groups  over  how  to  govern  the  seminary,  called  for  action  at  this  year’s  SBC  annual  sole  membership  would  be  viewed  differ- 

(Jne  nmnosal  will  iiHIita.  Vi  p  mpmKpr"  maoitnn  urKi’rK  ic  rvnltr  ftAr/t  _ _ •!_ l  • _ _ _  •  i • 


>  r  /  --  - - -  v/l/jcvuv/iio  CUIU  uac  uic  sure  uoiiucr  lcui“  LAinng  me  DDL  EL  reDITJ 

native  to  that  proposal  will  confirm  the  guage  originally  proposed  by  the  EC.  Kelley  and  Southern  Baptist 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  '  - —  *•-  ~  r  -• 

the  school’s  rightful  owner.  - 

The  EC  has  asked  Southern  /-Vy)  ss*  1 

yVern  Orleans 

"sole  member"  of  the  institutions'  <PT7?4  « 

y&aptist  Wheolodical  Oemmarv 

the  trustees  of  an  institution  if  EC  •  °  - 

members  deemed  doing  so  to  be  ©. 

in  the  best  interest  of  die  entity.  tt  <f— 7* 

Every  institution  under  EC  S  S 

control  has  agreed  to  the  'sole  rt_\ 

member' request,  with  the  excep-  jhhA— r1 

ti°n  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

NOBTS  President  Chuck  Kelley 

and  several  members  of  the  |mnm  m  mm[j|]||l 

school's  trustee  body  have 
expressed  concerns  about  con¬ 
centrating  absolute  control  of  the 

seminary  in  the  hands  of  the  EC.  p—  P— T 

By  a  vote  of  33-6  with  one  new 
trustee  abstaining,  the  NOBTS 
board  decided  Southern  Baptist 
messengers  are  the  best  audience 
to  settle  whether  NOBTS  should 
name  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  as  the  sole  member 
of  tiie  NOBTS’  corporation. 

Sole  membership  is  a  legal 
mechanism -that  allows  a  parent 
organization  to  establish  its  own¬ 
ership  (as  sole  member  of  the  cor¬ 
poration)  of  a  subordinate  entity 
while  setting  limitations  to  the 
parent  entity's  control,  thereby 
limiting  the  legal  liability  of  the 
parent  for  the  subsidiary. 

In  1997,  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  became  the  first 
SBC  entity  to  name  the  convention 

as  sole  member  of  its  corporation.  Kelley  Chapman 

In  October  2003,  NOBTS  trustees 

voted  against  naming  the  SBC  as  the  sole  Trustee  Don  Taylor  of  Alameda,  Calif.,  ing  his  < 
member  of  their  seminary's  corporation.  made  a  motion  that  basically  affirmed  tnathec 
_  •  Kelley's  preference,  but  using  his  own  lan-  tion  or,  1 

Intense  Discussion  guage,  proposed  that  the  board  "delay  a  fur-  "If  I  r 

NOBTS  trustees  discussed  sole  member-  tner  decision  until  next  year  at  which  time  Kelley  s 
ship  intensely  at  times  during  their  April  we  will  put  two  alternatives  before  the  SBC,  member 
14  plenary  session,  referring  negatively  to  pre-approved  by  the  board,  and  ask  the  con-  2005  it  r 
dealings  with  the  SBC  Executive  vention  to  choose  which  [one]  it  prefers."  informa 
Craimittee  including  interactions  at  the  "Whichever  one  the  convention  chose  He  didr 
SBC  EC  meeting  in  February  of  this  year  would  be  enacted  immediately  without  fur-  sidered  I 
when  a  resolution  passed  asking  NOBTS  ther  action  by  the  board.  One  alternative  Trust! 
trustees  to  name  the  SBC  as  sole  member.  would  be  some  form  of  sole  membership  Fla.,  qu< 

"We  picked  up  a  lot  of  heat  at  the  meet-  that  takes  into  consideration  the  unique  get  a  f 
ing,”  acknowledged  trustee  chairman  issues  of  Louisiana  law.  The  other  wouldbe  floor."  I 


Qfeto  Orleans 


ig  the  SBC  EC  February  meeting, 
and  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
attorney  Jim  Guenther  presented 
differing  cases  to  SBC  Executive 
Committee  members  —  Kelley 
arguing  against  sole  membership, 
Guenther  arguing  for  it  —  in  which 
both  addressed  trus  point.  Guenther, 
who  has  served  as  attorney  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  40 
years,  disagreed  with  NOBTS’ 
lawyers,  saying  that  he  was  "satis¬ 
fied  that  we're  going  to  be  better  off 
from  the  point  of  view  of  ascending 
liability  as  the  sole  member." 

Kelley  also  expressed  polity 
concerns  about  sole  membership, 
telling  SBC  EC  members  at  the  Feb. 
meeting  that  the  problem  was  that 
Louisiana  corporate  law  gives  the 
sole  member  'complete  power." 

"In  Louisiana  corporate  law,  the 
sole  member  always  has  the  rights 
and  can  in  fact  change  the  trustee 
rights  anytime  they  want  to.  That's 
again  our  polity  concern  —  there  is 
a  polity  question  that  is  there.” 

'Misinformation  campaign' 

Several  trustees  dismissed  setting 
a  2004  deadline  due  to  the  difficulty 
of  quickly  informing  messengers  of 
the  issues  at  stake.  TVe  heard  mes- 


Kelley 


Chapman 


ing,"  acknowledged  trustee  chairman 
Tommy  French  of  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
"Many  of  those  folks  are  my  friends  so  I'm 
not  going  to  become  their  enemy.  I  am  not 

m C  2m  —  ......  _ cL _ _ 


issues  of  Louisiana  law.  The  other  would] 
our  best  alternative  to  sole  membership." 

-TV..1 _ * _ _ a _ ..i  .  . _ ‘ 


trustee  Jim  Davidson  of  Ruston,  La. 

Estimating  the  floor  discus¬ 
sion  would  last  about  15  min¬ 
utes,  Kelley  agreed  that  the 
additional  year  would  provide 
more  time  for  Southern  Baptists 
to  understand  the  issues. 

"There  will  be  a  misinformation 
campaign,"  Davidson  said,  draw¬ 
ing  his  conclusion  from  letters  he  received 
tnat  he  described  as  based  on  "misinforma¬ 
tion  or,  at  best,  misunderstanding." 

"If  I  make  it  as  well  known  as  possible," 
Kelley  said,  "and  say  in  advance  that  sole 
membership  is  going  to  be  on  the  table  in 
2005  it  makes  it  harder  for  the  kind  of  dis¬ 
information  campaign  they've  been  doing." 
He  did  not  share  details  about  what  he  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  disinformation  campaign. 

Trustee  Jerry  Garrard  of  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  questioned  whether  the  board  "could 

Set  a  fair  hearing  on  the  convention 
oor."  He  asked  whether  the  Executive 


our  oesi  auemauve  10  soie  memoeramp.  Committee  might  propose  removing  a 
Taylor's  motion  passed  with  six  trustees  disagreeable  trustee  Dody,  recalling  a  con- 
voting  in  the  negative  —  five  of  these  versation  with  SBC  President  lack 


Me  removing  a 
r,  recalling  a  con- 
President  Jack 


as  a  board  develop  friction  between  us 
and  the  Executive  Committee." 

French  restated  the  board's  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  adding  that 
the  Executive  Committee  has  a  similar 
task.  "They  have  one  opinion  and  we 
have  an  opinion.  We're  Baptists.  It's  a 
wonder  we  don't  have  three  opinions.  Let 
them  do  their  work  and  then  tne  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  will  settle  the  matter. 
We'll  still  be  friends,  still  work  together 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God,  this  institution 
and  this  great  denomination." 


The  Baptist  Record - 


didn't  see  sole  membership  as  a  threat. 

Why  Sole  Membership? 

In  a  Dec.  16, 2003,  letter  to  NOBIS  trustees, 
SBC  EC  President  Morris  H.  Chapman 
explained  why  the  SBC  had  pursued  the 
issue  of  sole  membership  with  its  entities. 


cem  that  the  issue  might  surface  at  the 
convention  and  indicated  he  "would  hate 
for  us  to  have  to  elect  convention  trustees 
right  there  oh  the  floor." 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  Baptist 
Press,  Graham  responded  to  Garrard's 
statement  saying,  "My  position  from  the 
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The  greatest  single  reason  for  sole  mem-  beginning  has  been  that  if  the  trustees  of 
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bership,  of  course,  is  to  ensure  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  ownership 
of  its  various  entities  would  be  recognized 
by  the  secular  courts  of  law  in  the  United 
States  without  expending  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Cooperative  Program  dollars  try- 


♦ 


the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  are  unable  to 
resolve  this  issue,  that  it  should  be 
brought  to  the  floor  of  the  convention 
and  let  the  messengers  decide." 


April  22, 2004 


